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the solution of every difficulty."    While Holbach was  writing  these  words   history  was   falsifying them by showing that atheism was a creed which the  vulgarest  of   the vulgar  could   easily learn. The masses whom the philosophers despised were overhearing   them,   and  finding   no   difficulty  in understanding the propositions, There is no God, There is no soul, There is nothing in the universe which   may   not   be   resolved   into   matter   and motion.     These   propositions   have   never   been proved by any one;   but the  stupidest   of men may understand them without difficulty, and believe them and act on them to his own ruin and his  neighbours'   injury.    Our   atheistical   men   of science need not suppose that atheistical materialism is a kind of wisdom which they can keep to themselves, so that it will not get into the possession of the dangerous classes, who  may make a frightful use of it.    The dangerous classes, explain it how you may, are just those who have always shown a special aptitude for believing it      Holbach, to do him justice, although he thought the masses unqualified to understand and appreciate atheism,  did   not wish or endeavour  to   conceal it from  them ;  on  the  contrary, he wished  and zealously  strove   to   propagate   it  among  them. The result amply proved that the task was not a difficult one.
What  Holbach  substitutes for  God  is  matter